
 



How to choose the Online Budgeting tool that will 

save you Money 
 

This is a compilation of a finance series I created on my blog 

Inbetweenmoderation.com. 

Budgeting is key to keeping your finances under control and in moderation. I 

embarked on a quest to find which free online budgeting programs gave you the 

most bang for your buck or for no bucks really since I was looking for something 

for free. 

Over the course of several weeks, I researched four of the most-used free online 

budgeting programs and selected the one that was the best overall. I broke up 

this research in four to five weeks. However, for the purposes of this book I will 

share it with you in parts.  

Since selecting my final program, I have saved myself hundreds of dollars by 

tracking my money this way. In this ebook, I bring you an in-depth look into each 

program, their pros and cons, and why I made my final selection of Mint.com. My 

hope is that you will use the information in this book to help discover which plan 

is right for you so you can be on your way to budgeting success and saving money.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Back to Budgeting Basics 

Where is my money going? I have no idea anymore, but it's going. That's bad...very bad. 
Moderation in spending is definitely an area I want to address. Steven Drucker said, 
"What gets measured, gets managed." So I figure the first place to start is with my weak 
budgeting skills. 

After my first child, I was following the Dave Ramsey baby steps and was having a 
decent amount of success. I learning a lot from his program. However, once I had my 
second child, moved, and started a new position with a new schedule, all that changed. I 
could no longer keep up with tracking and entering information into a budget. I could 
barely keep up with the laundry. (There it is again, the 
laundry monster.) So five years and many expenses 
later, I strive to find balance in this area. I yearn to 
relearn the skill of spending in moderation, so I can do 
more saving.  

From what I have discovered, there are three major 
ways to organize a budget: 

1) Written Ledger: Growing up, my dad kept all his 
financial allocations and banking info in a black and white composition book. In this 
ledger style, sometimes old school is the best school. It's easy to carry with you, low in 
cost (just the cost of a notebook and a pencil), and simple to keep up with. No bells and 
whistles, but is also not susceptible to on-line viruses or power-outages. However, this 
option seems a little too low-tech for me. I don't want to start from scratch. I'm looking 
for a little more guidance. 

2) Envelopes: This was the Dave Ramsey way, and quite frankly, it works for most 
people. You allocate a specified amount for a category of spending and when it's gone... 
it's gone. It definitely teaches how to limit spending and to choose your purchases 
wisely. This plan worked for me five years ago. But now, well, I never seem to have cash 
on hand. I rarely make it to the bank and I don't use ATMs. This ends up creating more 
hassle and work to get to the bank, so I never keep the right amount in the envelope to 
start with. It just didn't work for my situation and this time in my life. 

3) Spreadsheets: This might work great for those who are into getting really technical 
about tracking their spending, but this method might require a more involved software 
purchase than I am willing to make right now. Although, I have seen downloadable PDF 
versions. For some reason, however, going through the trouble of filling in and printing 
out a spreadsheet does not appeal to me. I just imagine all the waste of paper and time 
lost in organization. 

So this leads me to a fourth, best (I think) and free option; online 
budgeting. There are several different services available. 
However, which one is best to meet the needs of a busy working 
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mother with a layperson’s view of accounting and finance? Here I will test out and 
review four on-line programs, Mint.com, Everydollar.com, Budgettracker.com, and 
BudgetSimple.com to find out.  

 

BudgetTracker.com 
Budget Tracker Review – Part 1 

This was the first of my online budget software reviews and I started off with 
Budgettracker.com. The page layout was attractive. Nothing fancy which was fine by me. 
In setting up the budget, it gives you a guided walk through of its various sections. So 
this is where I began. 

It starts off by asking you if you want a "simple" or "detailed" budget. I selected detailed 
and it, in turn, told me to gather up five pieces of financial information. I thought it was 
good to be told what you need before you started. I like that they listed them all out for 
you in the beginning instead of having to stop and retrieve information as you input 
data. Setting up the checking and savings account information was pretty straight 
forward. 

Then came the painful part...the debt. Having once been completely debt free, I did not 
want to see this number. Anyway...moving on. The next section is where I kind of got a 
bit lost. It said to enter your bills. I assumed that meant all bills, everything from food 
and house payment, to power and gasoline. As I began entering this list, it stopped me at 
10 entries and demanded payment before I could add any more. I thought this made the 
whole thing kind of useless. I mean, what household has only 10 expenses? 

In the next section, that issue is resolved, somewhat. You can add additional categories 
that kind of cover some of the expenses I thought would be listed under the bills section. 
To be honest, I did not like this bills/ categories system. It felt confusing and 
cumbersome. Why can’t you just list it all at once and save the user time and energy 
determining what was to go in what category? 

You are also limited to 15 categories, then you must purchase an 
upgrade. So far, I am not impressed with Budgettracker.com. It 
feels a little unwieldy and there is nothing intuitive about it. I do 
like how, in most cases, it gives you a simple or more detailed 
option for entering your information. However, I'm not happy 
about the limited number of entries available.  
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Budget Tracker Review - Part 2 

In part two of my review of 
Budgettracker.com, I will review adding 
expenses into the budget. I will have to 
start off by saying I was really reluctant to 
do this step. I had tried it in the beginning 
of the week and had some difficulty. It got 
better and easier to navigate with time, 
but I will admit I had some misgivings to 
start with. 

To add a transaction for free, you must do 
each manually. If you want the ability to import transactions from another program, this 
service is available for an additional fee. One thing I thought was kind of interesting is 
that you can import transactions from Mint.com, another online budgeting program. If 
you can use Mint for free, why would you pay and upgrade to have that information 
imported into Budget Tracker? Maybe this will be answered when I check out the Mint 
site. 

To add the transaction manually, you select it from tabs at the top of the page. Then you 
can choose the payee from a drop-down of bills you previously entered. Each transaction 
goes into a category. There is also the option to specify the status of a transaction. I 
guess the purpose of this is to account for checks that have not cleared yet.  

Unfortunately, this is not all that useful to me since I don't write many checks. It just 
doesn't seem practical to take the extra time to change the status when the check clears. 
Why not just account for it once it has cleared? However, if you are someone who writes 
a lot of checks, this might work out better for you. 

One feature I really liked is that you can add the transaction to a separate report for 
something such as tax deductions, cash back, or coupon savings. This might be helpful if 
you are awaiting rebates or need to keep a business expense report. 

Also, instead of selecting the bill it apples to, you can also choose a category such as gas 
or groceries. However, there is a limit of 60 transactions before you need to upgrade and 
pay a fee. After a month, this 60 limit could easily be exceeded. I was already up to 28 in 
12 days. I found I could combine smaller transactions under a general category heading 
like dining out since listing them individually would use up this 60 limit. 

It got a bit frustrating when I could not properly account for other categories due to the 
15 category limit. I needed a place to account for gifts, clothing, and leisure purchases 
(like books) and could not fit it under anything or add new categories since I had 
reached my free limit.  
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There is also a tab in which you can enter multiple transactions. This made me very 
happy and it cut down on my data entry time immensely. It removed much of the 
extraneous information and boxes that I felt were unnecessary for me and sped up the 
whole process. 

Once all of the transaction information is put in, it shows you a nice clear listing of your 
deductions and ends with your remaining balance. It also organizes your expenditures 
into a pie chart. If I could list all of the actual categories I needed, then this would have 
been a nice feature.  

There is also a transaction forecast tab that will show upcoming reoccurring bills along 
with your previous transactions. I assumed this was so you can estimate what you will 
need to cover those bills. However, I wasn't sure how useful this page was and could find 
no description of it. 

In the end, I really liked the ease of entering multiple transactions all at once. The speed 
of this really appealed to me. However, not having enough categories made my tracking 
inaccurate and limiting. I don't feel like additional categories is something worth 
upgrading to and should be offered with the free program. 

All in all, Budgettracker.com did get me to acknowledge that I am going to overspend on 
groceries again and need to slow it down.  

 

Budget Tracker Review - Part 3 

 

In my third review of Budgettracker.com, I will look into the special features of the 
program.  Most of these features are found under the "Organization" and "Apps" tabs. 
The "Organization" tab opens up to show all your bills and income for the month listed 
in calendar form. I like the look of the information of this form. 

Under the "Organization" tab, there are a many interesting ways to organize your 
information under a variety of headings and entries. You can customize this area to 
make the features you use most more prominent. Unfortunately, most of the features 
seem kind of useless, redundant, and time consuming. However, some might be worth a 
look depending on your hobbies, like couponing or upcoming events, like a garage sale. I 
will list most of them out here. 



-New Year’s Resolutions, Tasks, & Notes: 
These functions seem redundant and can be 
recorded in other areas of the program. 

-Contacts: A nice feature to record phone 
numbers and addresses for recurring bill 
payees. This information seems better kept 
with the bills section and can be recorded in 
the notes of the actual expense entry. 

-Shopping list: If you are a couponer like 
me, the shopping list heading might be 
helpful for comparing prices between stores 
in order to reduce your budget. 

Garage Sale: This could be useful for that specific event. However, I don't really see the 
need to list every item you plan to sell. It seems like added work with no real benefit. 

Recipes & Workout: Unsure why they were added to a budgeting program. They seem 
out of place and these items can be recorded, if need be, in other programs more specific 
to health or cooking. 

Articles: You can write or store articles in this area. It's an interesting concept since you 
could store helpful finance articles here, but I know I would never use it. 

Your Achievements: This is an area that gives you a visual "pat on the back" for 
achieving a goal you might have set up under New Year’s Resolution or Tasks. It also 
congratulates you for things such as paying off a credit card and posting to a Budget 
Tracker message board. Thought it was a cute idea, but not really useful. 

Under the "Apps" tab, there are 130 different entry options, some seemed pretty handy, 
like a more detailed Goal Tracker, but some seem to have nothing to do with budgeting, 
like tutor schedules. The ones that I would actually use include: 

Goal Tracking - good to set long-term financial goals. 

Need to buy - to track upcoming purchases like school clothes or appliance replacement. 

Food inventory - thought this would be helpful to cut down food budgets and prevent 
duplicate purchases. 

Some I thought were kind of silly, like the radio program, (do you really need to list 
these?), driving schedule, song downloads, favorite reading. Since you can add your own 
“Apps,” I can only assume someone added these. They seem very silly to have included 
in a budgeting program. 
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In conclusion, a lot of what you will find in these two sections were put there to have fun 
with. Most of it doesn't apply to budgeting. If you have the time, this kind of record 
keeping could be a great help to your household. However, for a quick and easy way to 
budget expenses and cut down on spending, most of these headings are extraneous and 
useless. 

 

Budget Tracker Summary Review 

I will be honest here. As much as I wanted to find something that would inspire me to 
track my spending on a regular basis, this was not it.  Other than the first time I logged 
on and explored the program, I really did not consistently log in and track my finances 
like I hoped I would. This is of course partially my own inconsistency, but a lot of it had 
to do with the program itself. I did not find it user friendly. Although, the look of it was 
very nice, entering your bills was not intuitive. 

Likewise, entering bills then expenses got kind of confusing. But what really threw a 
wrench in the works was the limited ability to enter expenses and bills. I found I was not 
accounting for certain spending in order to save space. This really was such a hindrance 
and made the whole program pretty much useless. 

Now, you could pay for the upgrade and I'm sure that would have worked out fine. But 
that was not my aim here. I wanted a tracking program that was free. I did not feel that 
the extra line items I would receive with an upgrade would have provided enough value 
to justify that purchase. 

On the pro side, some of the apps and customization options were fun to play around 
with. I really enjoyed the different options for making various lists to track upcoming 
purchases and set long-term goals. I also liked how the information, once entered, was 
neatly summarized for you in the form of charts and graphs. It was also great at 
tabulating the deficit or surplus you might have based on reoccurring bills you had 
enter. 

However, entering the bills was much more arduous than 
it should have been. Entering expenses was better once I 
figured out how to enter multiple entries at one time. 
However, I still felt that this type of entry system was 
tedious to use and the directions were not really clear. 

In summary, the Budgettracker.com program had some 
interesting bells and whistles but the meat of the 
budgeting was not something that was appealing. It was 
not user friendly and did not serve the quick and easy 
budget function I was looking for. It might be good for 
someone who would pay for an upgrade and who has more 
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use for some of its more unique features, like mileage tracking or checking statuses.  

But it did not make budgeting easy enough to inspire a consistent effort on my part. 
When I was unable to properly enter all my expenses due to the entry limit, I was kind of 
doomed from the start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

   BudgetSimple.com 
 
BudgetSimple Review - Part 1 

 

Hopefully, in reviewing BudgetSimple.com, it is true to its name. When you first log in, 
you are asked for your primary financial goal. The choices are “Eliminate Debt,” 
“Building Savings,” “Manage My Money,” “Spend Less,” and “Other.” The program 
states they do this so they can help by adding suggestions focused on your specific goal. 

The next thing you are asked to do is enter your income. It requires you to calculate your 
income monthly instead of bi-weekly or weekly, because that is when most bills are due. 
I like this idea since it makes things simpler.  

The third general area it asked about are expenses. It lists categories such as groceries, 
housing, and phone service. Even though the program doesn't have a very through list of 
expenses, you can enter additional expenses and add subcategories. This area was very 
clear and easy to use. I only listed my known monthly expenses. I like that you can also 
account for what they call "periodic expenses." These are 
expenses that might be figured quarterly or yearly like 
vehicle registrations or property taxes. 

The next screen in the set-up shows you several slider bars 
and recommends you move the sliders so that your income 
and expenses balance out. I was a little confused by this 
function. I thought this might be useful after your 
transactions are added so you could see if what you 
budgeted was actually what you spent.  

This might be helpful after a month of budgeting when you 
have a better idea what the actual expenses are, instead of 
giving a rough estimate. I understand they are trying to get 
you to balance your budget, but it seems like this feature 
comes in too early in the budgeting process. However, I do 
like the fun and ease of use of the slider concept.  

Once all your expense and income information has been entered, it gives you a really 
nice, clear listing of this data. It's not overly complicated. It's very easy to glace at and 
get an idea about your budget. It also creates a pie chart with your expense information. 
This was helpful so that you could visually connect with what percent of your budget is 
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going to what expenses. So far, I am pretty impressed with the simplicity of the 
program. They do have an upgraded version that will allow you to connect to your bank 
accounts for an additional fee. But as of yet, there are no other factors of this program 
that are limited.  

One other feature I really like is the BudgetSimple tips based on the goal that you 
entered in the beginning of the program. A flag is placed next to an expense to highlight 
a tip concerning a goal you set in that category. For example, if you selected “Spend 
Less” as an overall goal, it gives you suggestions on how to spend less on groceries by 
using coupons (with a link to Coupons.com) or shopping through Amazon or Costco. 
Ok, these are kind of advertisements, but I still think the information was useful and not 
intrusive.  

It took me all of 10 minutes to enter my expenses and income (most of that was looking 
up my expense information). So far, this program is meeting one of my core needs of 
simplicity and ease of us. Now we will look at entering transactions. 

 
Budget Simple Review - Part 2 

So far, I'm pretty impressed with BudgetSimple.com. It was simple, as the name implies, 
and easy to use without any over complicated and unnecessary functions. I followed 
along with the initial set-up of entering my income and expenses and found it very easy 
and intuitive. Likewise, it also displayed this information in an easy to read format.  
Now I will explore adding transactions to the categories I set up before. 

Adding a transaction was easy enough. Hit the green transaction button at the top of the 
screen and a new entry sub-screen appears. There it asks you to select a category, enter 
the amount, date reoccurrence and description. I found this part a little confusing. 

Once you select a category, you could be more specific with your transaction and add it 
as a subcategory. When it appears on your budget however, it is flagged as an 
"unbudgeted" amount. So anything that was not accounted for in your initial set up 
categories is considered "unbudgeted." 

I was under the impression that your expenses where only those charges that were 
reoccurring, like monthly bills. Transactions would be anything purchased throughout 
the month like "vehicle fuel.” The odd part was that even when you entered a "vehicle 
fuel" transaction under the category of "automobile maintenance," it did not minus it 
from the total amount you had budgeted for "automobile maintenance." It prompted 
you to create a separate line item under the "automobile maintenance" category, with an 
entirely separate budgeted amount. 
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I guess this was getting much more specific than I expected. This made my budgeting, 
for this month anyway, all wrong and difficult to rectify. I couldn't tell how much I had 
actually budgeted since most of my transactions ended up in this "unbudgeted" 
category. I also had a hard time getting a handle on my spending since my transactions 
were not being subtracted from the total amount I had entered in the beginning. I know, 
this is confusing. 

For example, a trip to a restaurant. The "restaurant" transaction should be a 
subcategory within your "entertainment" (main category) budget. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

ENTERTAINMENT  250.00 0.00  250.00   

RESTAURANTS/DINING UNBUDGETED  0.00 11.91  -11.91 

  

This did not make sense to me until I read the help section listed under Budget Basics. 
There they have a nice description of your first three months. So this category, 
subcategory thing is just until you get a better idea of where you are spending. You are 
not expected to have all of this figured out in month one. You are just supposed to 
record everything. Then the next month you will list a more specific amount under these 
areas. 

It's a work in progress. I only assume the budgeted flag is to bring extra attention to a 
purchase that might be out of the ordinary and therefore not budgeted. This is fine, but I 
think the user should be told this upfront, maybe during the initial set-up, so they can 
have the right expectations during month one. 

Once all the transactions are entered, you can view them under a listing of “budgeted,” 
“actual,” and “what's left.” This was not all that helpful since most of my transactions 
where unbudgeted and I did not have a breakdown for each category. Maybe this will be 
more streamlined in month two once I know what categories and subcategories I need to 
allow for. 

An interesting note about the transaction entry screen. When I added a fee that was for a 
yearly service, there was an option to check a box for a reminder email. I thought this 
was definitely a feature that would come in handy.  

One side note after the initial set up, I found an email in my mailbox a few days later 
that said this: 

Hi, 
I saw you signed up for BudgetSimple yesterday. I just wanted to check in and see if 
you need any help figuring out how to use BudgetSimple, or if you ran into any 
problems. Feel free to reply to this email if you need anything! 
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Happy Budgeting! 
-Phil, Founder of BudgetSimple 

I thought that was pretty cool. Even though I'm not paying for the service, this little 
touch or personalization would go a long way to making me a customer. Just like in 
budgeting, the little things do matter. 

BudgetSimple Review - Part 3 

In the third part of my review of BudgetSimple.com, I'm going to take a look at all the 
bells and whistles that make this program unique and assess whether they will actually 
be useful in budgeting. I will start at the top. The right-hand top of the main page that is. 
There you will find four icons. The "Budget" icon we have already discussed in the set-
up and data entry portion of the review. The next two are "Reports" and "Tools," these 
two areas seem to offer some different views on how to analyze your budget 
information. 

Under the "Reports" icon, you will find four different sections. The first two offer pie 
charts which breakdown your spending for the month and for the year. For those visual 
learners among us, this is a fantastic way to get a handle on what purchases and 
expenses are using what percentage of your budget. This information is also listed out in 
case pie charts are not your cup of tea. But really, who doesn't like pie. 

I really like this function. It is colorful, easy to read, and easy to understand at a glance. I 
also thought the spending by year is a useful feature for assessing your end of year goals 
regarding spending. However, it doesn't do much good if you are assessing your goals 
monthly, which is how the site is geared. 

There is also a nice bar graph showing your income to expenses. This is great to see at a 
glance if your expenses are outpacing your income. This last free report is a year to date 
summary, listing all the amounts spent for each category to date. This would be helpful 
if you are trying to reach a specific spending goal, like reducing grocery expenses or 
increase savings. There are other reports available for an additional fee. However, since 
these were blocked, I did not get a good idea of what they offered. 

The "Tools" icon was the next option. This was not too 
involved with only two options available. The first is a 
"Debt Payoff Tool." This is my favorite option so far 
and I think it would be the most useful. Here you can 
list your debits, credit card, the APR, and the current 
balance. 

Here you can see how increasing your payment will 
pay off the debts sooner. This also assumes that you are not adding to the debt, if so, you 
have to adjust the balance. This gives you a very simple clear idea of how much you 
would have to pay in order to get yourself out of debt quicker. 
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The second feature is a "Savings Fund" which works similar to the "Debt Payoff Tool" in 
that you can set a target date to work towards. You enter the type of category you are 
saving for, the current amount saved, your total goal for the savings, and the target date. 
I really love how both of these features quantify your goals in a very simple fashion. 
They are easy to track, easy to understand, and simply identify your goals in each area. 

Although, Budget Simple is well... simple, I really love the simplicity of the Tools and 
Reports. It gives an at-a-glance assessment of spending and goals.  

Budget Simple Summary Review 

Here is my final summary review of BudgetSimple.com. It's simple....let me elaborate. It 
is simple enough that you can log your entries quickly. It does not have all the cool 
features of other programs that might analyze your data or offer additional line items for 
more information. That is what I liked about the program. It is very streamlined and 
does not get let you get distracted by tracking other extraneous items. In the end, it tells 
you what you spend and what you budgeted. Clear and simple. 

The only downside of this program was entering transactions for the first month. It was 
very confusing to try to estimate each subcategory within a category. I understand that 
this would be less of a problem as the months go on and you get a better handle on what 
categories you are using. I would have liked to see something a little more 
straightforward in the beginning. 

For instance, having a general category and then adding 

transactions with more detail within that category. I would 

have liked to see the related transaction for a subject 

subtracted from your total amount for that general category. 

For example, if you had "vehicle expenses" as a general 

category, you would subtract "gas," a related transaction, 

from that. However, everything you entered was treated as a 

separate expense with its own budgeted amount. I mean 

who's going to budget a single line item for, say, a one-time 

clothing purchase? I think this should be accounted for within 

a more general heading. 

Outside of the line item categorization, there are several 
things I liked about this program. I really liked the "tips" that were suggested for each 
category. I also liked the uncomplicated features of the tools area. It was either "growing 
your savings" or "reducing your debt," plain and simple.  
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The site itself is also very user friendly, easy to understand, and easy to navigate. The 
bar, graphs, and pie charts are another nice feature, but not one I would be particularly 
drawn to. It does have a pay upgrade option which gives you access to additional reports 
and allows you to link banking accounts to the program. I feel that the free option would 
work well and don't think I would get enough bang for my buck to warrant an additional 
fee. 

All in all, I am happy with this site and feel it delivers on what was promised. Its 
simplicity. After a few months, it would help me get a better handle on where my money 
was going using this program.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Every Dollar.com 
 
Every Dollar Review - Part 1 

Every Dollar is Dave Ramsey's free online budgeting program. Having used his pay 
budgeting service, it was interesting to see how it compares and what features it offers. I 
have to add that I really did like his paid service, but found it a bit difficult for me to be 
consistent with it. It offered a little too much and required more time than I had to 
maintain, so I had not used it for months.  

Upon entering the Every Dollar site, I am required to submit my email and create a 
password. After entering my email, it recognized that I had been a subscriber to Dave 
Ramsey's budgeting program and prompted me to submit that password. Not sure how 
this connection will matter? One thing I did not care for was having to verify my email 
before getting started. I just want to jump right in and start making my budget. My 
email is so overcrowded and having another possible solicitation service just kind of 
bothered me. 

Moving on, once you verify your email, a nice quick intro comes up, ending with a 
solicitation for Every Dollar Plus. For now, I will stick with the free option. The 
categories for your budget are pretty straightforward.  

First, you enter your monthly income. No option is given to enter a bi-weekly or weekly 
amount as we have seen in other plans. The categories include, “giving,” “saving,” 
“housing,” “transportation,” “food,” “lifestyle,” “insurance,” and “taxes.” Within each 
group there are a bunch of other suggestions for budget items such as “car replacement,” 
“restaurants,” and “child care.” I really liked the set-up. It is very easy to understand 

and straightforward. You can also add other categories as 
needed. 

To start off, you enter the amount you plan to spend for 

each category of the month. This, of course, is an 

estimation and the intro lets you know that it will not be 

super accurate the first time around. Once all your expense 

and income information is entered, a chart comes up on 

the sidebar that tells you what percent of your income is 

going to each specific category. I know it is a small thing, 

but I also like how each category is color coded in this 

chart. It helped me to differentiate each piece of 

information. 
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That is pretty much it. Just enter the estimated amounts and your budget is ready for 
the month. I was actually really surprised at how easy it was. The paid program I used 
before took a lot more time to enter the information and seemed to expect a lot more 
accuracy to start off with. So far, I am really happy with this new streamlined program. 
It is much more simplified and uncomplicated than I expected.  

 

Every Dollar Review - Part 2 

With summer winding down and school about to start, it seems I have been spending 
more than I recollected on haircuts, uniforms, and supplies (school supplies are killing 
my budget). Anyhow, because I had not logged on since last weekend, I wasn't even sure 
how to add a transaction. So I went the "help center" which gave me super short, easy 
directions. 

It was pretty similar to all the other sites I have reviewed so far. You enter the amount, 
the date of the transaction, the merchant you made the transaction with, and what 
category you would like it to come out of.  

One interesting feature that I don't recall seeing before was an option to split the 
transactions between different categories. I can see where this would come in handy 
when you go to a big box store such as Wal-Mart or Target where you can buy groceries 
and housewares in the same purchase. On my budget, these would be two separate 
categories so it is helpful to account for them this way. 

If you wrote out a check, you can also denote the check number and add notes about the 
check under "more options." This might be helpful for others but I write few checks and 
when I do, it is for reoccurring charges such as the water bill. So I probably wouldn't 
take the time to use this feature. 

Once all of the transactions are entered, you can see them listed on the sidebar under 
the transactions column. Likewise, the amounts are subtracted from their respective 
categories leaving you with an adjusted amount in your remaining balance column. This 
is nice, clear, and to the point. You spent that much and you have this much left. 

I only have two issues with the transactions entry process. The first is the pop-up ads. As 
I was entering my first transaction, an ad popped up asking if I would like to upgrade to 
Every Dollar Plus. That is fine. It's a free service and I expect a few ads from time to 
time. However, it happened with the next few transactions. Even though I did not like 
the pop-ups, they did have a point. One stated, "This would go faster if you had Every 
Dollar Plus." Ok, I will give them that one. It did take a while to enter each transaction 
and would be much more convenient to import them from my bank to the program. 
Even though the ads were annoying, I did see the point in them. 



The second issue I have with the transaction entry is the listing of the transactions. The 
sidebar is neat, searchable, and to the point, but it is a sidebar. It is removed from your 

main budget. It would have been more helpful to have your 
transaction listed out under each category so you can get a 
better idea of what merchants you are spending the most 
money at. 

For example, my grocery budget is always through the roof. 
It is usually filled with little $20 transactions here and there 
throughout the week. It would be nice to be able to list out 

how much I was actually spending under the grocery category at say, Fresh Market and 
Trader Joe's, so I can see if I can limit my shopping trips to these places. 

Other than these two issues, I do like the program so far. It is very simple and clear. It 
gives you a very clear picture of what you think you are spending (Planned) and what 
you are really spending (Remaining.) 

Every Dollar Review - Part 2 

Here is the rundown of all the special features with the Every Dollar on-line budgeting 
program. I'll be honest, it has nowhere near the amount of free special features of 
Budget Tracker. However, I think the features it has are pretty interesting. There are 
three major areas that are available to explore in this program, The Baby Steps, Local 
Advisors, and Help Center. 

The Baby Steps tab introduces users who might not be familiar with Dave Ramsey to his 
7 Baby Steps to financial freedom. I have to side with Dave on this one. If you do his 
steps as he has mapped them out, then your really are setting yourself up for a great 
financial future. I would love to say I have been successful in following these steps, but if 
I did well… then I wouldn't need to do these reviews at all. The interesting part about 
this feature is that it coordinates with the data you put into your budget to map out your 
progress in each baby step. 

For instance, Baby Step 2 is paying off debt. If you 
budgeted for a $200 payment to your credit card, 
that payment shows up under your debit snowball. 
It shows you how much you have progressed in 
this step. Don't know what a debit snowball is? 
Don't worry, the program also includes more 
information and tips for achieving each Baby Step. 
I really like this set-up. It is an interesting way to 
approach your savings and pay-off goals and it is 
helpful that it pulls the data you have already 
entered into the Baby Step goal setting.  

The second area is Local Advisors. Dave Ramsey 
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has a program called Endorsed Local Providers, where he enlists professionals in 
various areas who are familiar with his Baby Steps philosophy, and recommends them 
to his users. This is basically that program. When you click into this area, it gives you 
several options like purchasing auto, home or life insurance, buying or selling a home, 
or retirement and investing. Once you click into this area, you are asked to enter your 
contact information so a local professional can call you. This is an ok feature, but I'm not 
that cool on being solicited. I probably would not use it and it doesn't really contribute 
to my budgeting experience. It is more like additional advertising in the form of a 
helpful suggestion. So this is not really an impressive area for me. 

The third feature area is not really a feature at all but the Help Center. The reason I 
mention it is because there is not much else to mention feature wise. Also, I like the way 
it is set up with a large variety of articles about the program. I also appreciate the 
amount of detail this Help Center has. That was something I felt was lacking in Budget 
Tracker and Simple Budget. It has a decent amount of information delivered in a 
concise, easy to find way. If you need to know how to edit a transaction for example, this 
answer is easy to find and understand. I also like that there is an area to request help 
should you have a question not covered by the help center. 

That is pretty much it. By far, I think the best feature, as well as something you won't 
find anywhere else, is the Baby steps. If you’re already familiar with Dave Ramsey's 
program, this would work out well for you. However, I think a few other free features 
might have been nice to explore and I could have done with out another sales pitch in 
the local advertiser’s section.  

 

Every Dollar Summary Review  

For the most part, it’s not bad. It is a very bare bones and simple, easy to use budgeting 
system. It is also very intuitive. Since Dave Ramsey’s system is all about baby steps, I 
think I will use them here. 

Step 1: You enter your expenses. 

Step 2: You enter your transactions 

Step 3: Money spent in the transactions are deducted from the amount you had 
budgeted for that category. 

Step 4: See how much you have left. If the number is zero, stop spending. 

Very simple and to the point. No extraneous information. No convoluted process to 
enter the information in. That is one of the things I like about the program. However, I 
have to say that having more than just a pie chart to analyze the data might have been 
nice. 



One of the things I didn’t like was the excessive advertising. I get it, you want people to 
buy the paid program. There really was not enough of a glimpse into what you would get 
other than downloading bank statements. The Local Advisor section felt out of place to 
me and just seemed like more marketing. I don’t mind having a reminder that Every 
Dollar Plus is out there. I might even like to hear what it has to offer, but I really did not 
seem to learn a lot about it from the pop up ads. They only got me annoyed. 

The Baby Steps section was good. Since I am a fan of the Dave Ramsey plan, I would 
have loved to see this section expanded. Maybe some tips from people who have used 
the plan to achieve financial freedom, or an expanded breakdown for each Baby Step. I 
used Dave Ramsey’s Gazelle paid budget program before. It features boards and 
discussion groups that I found made the program fun and motivational. If a scaled down 
version of that could be offered on Every Dollar, I think it would really enhance the 
program. 

Unfortunately, that is about all I have to say about this program. It is streamlined and 
easy to use but it was a little too sparse for me. I would have liked a bit more with 
regards to the financial resources available to me. Dave Ramsey’s Baby Step plan is great 
and I had high hopes for this one. In my opinion, it kind of missed the mark. By offering 
too little in its basic program, I don’t think there would be much value in getting the 
Plus version, where the only additional feature seemed to be downloading statements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mint.Com 
 
 
Mint.Com Review - Part 1 

 

Mint is the last of the free on-line budgeting programs I will be reviewing in this series. 
When I first went to log into Mint.com, I was a little overwhelmed. Compared to the last 
two budget programs which were very simple, this one seemed to offer a lot of 
information from the get go. The sign-in screen gives you two options, one for Mint, and 
another for Mint bills, with a short description of each. 

Mint states that you can see all your finances in one place and create a budget. Mint Bills 
says you can organize all your bills and pay them on time; basically a bill paying service. 
I chose the traditional Mint since my focus is on budgeting. Once you enter the usual 
sign-in information, it then asks you to enter your bank or credit card log in and 
password for those accounts. 

Whoa, hold on a minute. This is new. I’m a bit leery about entering my bank account 
information. Usually this is only something you have to do with a paid service. So I will 
pause for a moment to read up on their security protocols before I go any further. 

Mint is created by Intuit, the same company that does Quicken, QuickBooks, and Turbo 
Tax. At the bottom of the page under security, I discovered that they use 128 SSL 
encryption. 

According to Techopedia, “128-bit encryption primarily refers to the length of the 
encryption or decryption key. It is considered secure because it would take massive 
computation and virtually thousands of years to be cracked.” 

They also state that they are monitored by Truste, and Verisign, two companies that are 
known for site security monitoring seals of approval according to Wikipedia. For more 
information about Mints security, click here. 

Ok, now that I feel a little safer about connecting my account, I went ahead and put in 
the username and password to my most-used accounts. After a few minutes, there were 
my account balances. On the right side of the screen, it showed a listing of all the 
different accounts you can add including credit cards, home, and auto loans. 

https://www.mint.com/
https://www.mint.com/how-mint-works/security


Again, I felt a little overwhelmed in comparison to the other simplified budgeting 
programs I had used before. I noticed these groups were broken out into 3 tabs at the 
top of the page, Financial, Real Estate, and Other. I figured I would take it step by step. 
After entering all my financial accounts (I think?), I then move on to the Real Estate tab. 
It asks you to enter your street address and zip and then performs a search in Zillow, 
and you are presented with your estimated value of your home. (I’m not sure what that 
has to do with budgeting, but it was kind of cool.) 

The last tab is Other and was very confusing to me. The first option was to enter a 
vehicle loan, the next one stated “money (or loan.)” I’m not sure what type of loan or 
money this referred too so I left it blank. The last option was “other property.” Again, 
I’m not sure what type of account would be involved in “other property.” Wouldn’t most 
of this be accounted for under credit cards or home loans? For instance, if you have 
furniture purchased using a low/no interest credit promotion, wouldn’t that be under 
credit? Maybe it is used to track valuables like artwork or antiques? I’m not really sure 
what this tab is useful for other than vehicle loans. 

On the right side of the screen, you will find a completeness bar. Mine says I am only 
60% completed. Only 60%! Wow, this is taking a lot more time then I was expecting. 
The next area says Loans. I 
figure this is the area where 
you would enter mortgage 
information or business 
loans.  

The next spot was kind of 
surprising. It is labeled 
Vehicle. Since we already 
entered any vehicle loan information in another area, this spot calculates the value of 
your vehicle. I thought this was a really neat and an interesting feature. 

Hang in there, only two more areas to go. The next spot asks for you to set up your free 
credit report. I chose not to participate in this section. I don’t really feel comfortable 
with the Free credit report gimmick. In most cases, you think you are getting a free 
credit report (which by the way is free once a year from the three major credit bureaus 
anyway), but you end up getting enrolled into a credit monitoring service which is next 
to impossible to cancel. I’m not saying this one through Mint is like all those other 
services, however I’m not taking any chances. 

Finally, the last area is to complete your profile. Here they ask you to complete several 
demographic questions such as age, marital status, and household income range. Oh 
boy! This was a lot of information to enter. It took me the whole weekend to gather and 
complete all of the information requested.  
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Mint.Com Review - Part 2 

It took quite some time to enter all the information into the program and link all my 
accounts together. This week I hope we will see the fruits of all that labor. When I logged 
back into Mint.com, I felt well… overwhelmed again. There is a lot of information going 
on here and I am really not sure where to start first. Across the top of the screen there 
are several tabs; Overview, Transactions, Budgets, Goals Trends, Investments, and 
Ways to save. For now, we will examine Overview, Transactions, and Budgets. 

The Overview screen has a lot going on. On the left side of the screen is a summary of all 
the account information you had previously entered. Next to that there is an area that is 
titled “Alerts.” I thought this section was really interesting. It gives you suggestions on 
how to save money by analyzing your pre-entered account information. For instance, it 
advised me that I am spending 112% more than the average Mint user on car insurance. 
That is good to know. Maybe I will shop around for a better rate. 

The next section was titled Advice but it really was more of an advertisement for an 
Airline Miles credit card and another “free” credit report offer. This section is followed 
by a brief overview of my upcoming bills, a glimpse at the “Budget” and “Goals” sections. 
Below this was “Portfolio movers and shakers” and “Ways to save.” I figure there will be 
more on this when we get to the investment and saving sections.

 

The next tab we will look at is Transactions. Again, a ton of information is listed here. 
The very top heading states “All Cash and Credit Accounts” and provides a search bar if 
you need to locate a specific transaction. There is also a button below this area to add a 
transaction, should you go out and buy a soda or a pack of gum in cash and need to 
record it. It also states your total cash to total debit. 

This is followed by a listing of all of your transactions, which goes on for pages and 
pages. You are also able to adjust and edit any prior transaction on the list. Again, there 
a lot of information if you want it. Sprinkled around the page here and there are 
additional advertisements for various credit products. 

A really cool feature of this section is the ability to click into any transaction and see a 
side bar graph showing you how your purchases in that category compare to the 
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national average. You can get an idea if you are over-spending in a certain area 
compared to the rest of the nation. It really is not much help to me in starting my budget 
and analyzing my transactions. So let’s get to the meat of why we are here, Budgets. 

The first thing about the Budgets section that really jumped out at me is it will give you 
an alert if you go over budget. To me, that is a fantastic feature. It would make things a 
lot easier in our busy life to get reminder when I am over my budget. Another 
interesting feature is a sort of introduction to budgets, which I found very helpful. It 
went into some detail about how the program will automatically set-up your budget 
categories but you can add or charge them as you see fit. 

It also adds that since all your accounts are linked to the program, you are using actual 
data. You don’t have to enter it all one by one where you might over or underestimate an 
amount. It is working with what you actually spend to take note of spending trends and 
give advice. Pretty cool. 

So most of the budget is already set up when you go into this tab based on the accounts 
that you have linked to the program. The how-to was a nice feature however, I would 
have liked more specifics on what you need to add in order to set up your budget. There 
is a button to create a budget, but I was unsure what information to enter since most 
categories seems to be set up already. 

After further inspection, Mint is using the word budget to designate a spending limit in 
each category, not in the overall creating of a budget, like it would be used normally. 
Kind of confusing. In some categories, they have even given you a suggested spending 
limit. This is a bit different from the other programs, but Mint is so much more complex 
than the other programs, it’s not surprising. The only thing the user really needed to do 
here was review the transactions for each category and make sure they were put in the 
right spot. This part was actually pretty easy. (Finally, something that was easy!) 

So there we have it. All of our transactions are in our budget and categorized. It was a 
little difficult to figure out where all the information went. However, after reviewing the 
page and getting better idea of what were ads and what was usable information, it came 
together nicely. Next we will look at how all the information is used to set up goals. Also, 
we will explore the added features of this program. 

Mint.Com Budget Review - Part 3 

Like most of my reviews for Mint, this will probably be a bit longer than my other 
reviews. This program just has so much going on, it has taken quite some time to sift 
through it. Over the next few weeks, we will look at the remaining feature tabs, Goals, 
Trends, Investments, and Ways to Save. I have decided to break these last sections up 
over two parts since there is so much going on here and it was running into a 
ridiculously large amount of words. This week, we will focus on Goals and Trends. 



The Goals sections objective is pretty obvious; it wants you to set some financial goals. 
On the left side of the page they identified some of the most-used goals (and have 
identified them with pictures!). There is also an option to create your own goal. The 
right side of the page gives you some brief directions on setting up your goal. This part 
was pretty easy. I selected "pay off credit card" as my first goal and the work was really 
already done for me. 

 

Since all my accounts are linked to the program, my total 
account balance is already there. It asked for the interest 
rate and minimum payment made to the accounts then 
gives you a really neat sliding scale to play with. Here 
you can get a better idea of how quickly you will pay off 
your debt if you add additional money to your payments. 
The really cool part was it calculates how much you 
would actually save by increasing your minimum 
payment. To me, this was a great feature. Loved it! 

There are several other goals to select from, but you can also create your own. To do 
this, you name the goal, set an amount to save, and upload a picture. It does sneak in a 
little advertisement in the suggestion of opening a new account to save for the goal. You 
can bypass that and select one you already have or put that off until later. Then you 
select the amount you want to save monthly and the date you want to achieve your goal 
by. So far, despite the advertisements, I love this section. It really brings home why we 
are creating the budget in the first place. Unlike other areas of the program, this one was 
quick and easy to understand. It was actually fun to set goals and envision reaching 
them. 

The Trends tab is the next to explore. This one was not so intuitive. On the left sidebar 
of the page, you can view various bar graphs which break down financial trends for 
spending, income, assets, debt, and net worth. These bar and pie charts further break 
down over time, by spending category and by merchant. (You can see if you are hitting 
Starbucks too many times!) 

At the bottom of the page, it gives you a breakdown of your spending by category as well. 
This might be helpful if you are having a hard time determining where you might need 
to trim in your budget. Next to this area is what I feel is the most important piece of 
information on the page. It tells you what categories you are making the most 
purchases in. I discovered (as I suspected) I am overspending on food and restaurants. I 
found this tab interesting and fun to look at, but it was almost too much information to 
sort through to have a real impact on my spending. 

There is also an area entitled Graphs to Try. Here, you could cycle through various 
questions like "How did I spend my money last month?" and "How have my food and 
dining costs compared to last month?" I thought this was a great feature. It was more 
specific and easy to understand then most  of the other graphs. The others felt to  me 
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like they offered too much information to make sense out of. Frankly, I don't have the 
time to sort through most of these graphs and find out where my spending is going 
"overall" and "by category." Seeing these questions laid out this way was just much 
quicker for me to understand and make use of. 

Mint.Com Budget Review - Part 4 

I will just come out and say the Investments tab was just way over my head. The main 
part of the page shows all your investments and a graph with four tabs that you came 
toggle though. They show Performance, Value, Allocations, and Comparisons. You can 
also change the period of time the graph shows. Since I don’t have much in the way of 
investments yet and am still researching this area, I’m not going to go into too much 
detail at this time. Likewise, investing, unlike most personal finance, is something I feel 
needs professional advice and experience to navigate it properly. In this instance, I will 
just give you an overview of what appears in this section of Mint.com. 

On the left side of the screen is the title Ways to Invest, and once you click on this, three 
additional sections open. These sections are Active, Low-maintenance, and Hands-off. 
Under each section, Mint gives a list of suggested vendors and why they like them. I 
thought this was different from your typical solicitation and I am actually considering 
checking these vendors out in more detail. 

The next section asks “Want to trade stocks? Again, this was way out of my knowledge 
base. It is similar to the first investment section in that it includes different vendors, 
giving price points, and what they offer. The third area in this section makes suggestions 
concerning rolling over a 401K into an IRA. This area had a little more description than 
the others and detailed the benefit of rolling over your 401K. It also has an interesting 

401K calculator showing how much you might save with a 
rollover. Similar to the other tabs, it gives some suggested 
vendors that would help with this function. 

The last area under this sidebar is Get Growth and Tax 
Benefits. This section addresses starting an IRA and gives 
suggested vendors who provide this service. The 
interesting thing about this section was the very bottom of 
the page titled Not sure? Mint can help. Here it asks 
several questions to help you pinpoint what type of IRA is 
right for you and which vendors can help you. For me, I 
am still unsure about all of this but I think Mint does a 
good job of putting you in touch with vendors who 

provide the service. I would have liked more definitions and explanations within the site 
before being sent to a partner vendor however. That would have been helpful for a 
newbie investor like me. 

The last tab is Ways to Save. This area is also divided into four sections; Banking, 
Investments, Insurance, and Credit. Yes, I know this is a lot of information. This is 
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definitely not your simple budgeting program. Within each of these sections are even 
more subject headings, so let’s get started with Banking.  

The first tab under Banking is Credit Cards. I don’t feel Credit is a way to save. I follow 
Dave Ramsey’s advice here and try to avoid using credit cards. If I have to put it on a 
credit card, I probably can’t afford it. Plus, the aim here is to save and get out of debt not 
add more to it. So I didn’t explore this area too much. However, if you are looking for a 
new card, there is a nifty search area that lets you specify the type of card you are 
looking for, the rewards programs you are interested in, and which major providers you 
would like. If you carry a balance on a higher interest rate card, you might be interested 
in using this to find a card with a lower interest rate to switch to.  

The next two areas are Checking and Savings. I thought these areas were cool and 
annoying at the same time. I like how it reviews your recent activity and suggests the 
best account providers for you. However, I am getting a little tired of the solicitations 
without more suggestions on Ways to Save. I would have expected more tips and tricks 

in this area and less solicitations. 

 

In the next section, Investments appears 
again. We have already seen most of the 
areas in this section. The only new tab is 
Brokerage. Again, since I have never done 
any online trading, this area did not apply to 
me. I would recommend consulting a 
professional in this regard. One point of 
note, I would have liked an area that 
explained the basics of on-line trading in 

case I did want to try it or just find out more information on my own. These areas seem 
more ad driven and less education based which did not appeal to me. 

The third area in this section is Insurance. This area was interesting to me because 
when I first started the program, it stated I was overpaying for car insurance. The car 
insurance area asks you some car-related information such as driving distance, marital 
status, and accident history. Then it goes to Insurance.com and tries to find other 
quotes. 

For me, it actually came back with a lower rate that I am considering switching to. So I 
found this area really useful. There is also a life insurance tab that works in a similar 
fashion. It presents you with several questions then directs you to quotes from various 
companies based upon your responses. It also gives a sidebar explanation leading you to 
more information concerning the purchase of life insurance. 

Lastly, it gives you an option for a Free Credit Report. Like I have said previously, I am 
not totally trusting of free credit report claims so I will not take advantage of this option. 
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Mint.Com Summary Review  

 

Mint.com is huge and full of information compared to the other programs. It took an 
entire extra weekend to get through all that it offers. In fact, it was such a big program to 
get through, I’m not even sure where to start this review. Well, I guess I will start with 
that. When you first look at Mint.com, it offers so much information it’s a bit 
intimidating. You start off by entering all your account information in order to link it to 
the site. This can take a very long time depending on the number of accounts you have. 
Once this is completed, an overview page is compiled that gives you some helpful 
suggestions at a glance.  

I found the alerts extremely helpful, they advised me that I was paying too much for car 
insurance, that I have overspent in the restaurants category of my budget, and that I 
incurred finance charges on a 0% interest card. (Time to pay that one off!) I think this 
area is one of the best features of the entire program. 

The other area that I liked was the Goals sections. I loved the customizability available 
in this section. The suggested goals are all really user friendly and even fun. I also like 
that you can create your own goal based on something specific to you. I was also 
impressed with how the goals section integrates with the entire program. The goals 
section has an appealing layout. The look is very easy to understand. It gives you a very 
comprehensive idea of when and what you need to do to save and accomplish your 
goals. 

The Budgets area was not a standout to me. I don’t know if it is just the look or that 
there is really nothing that you have to enter in this area once your accounts are set up. 
After linking your accounts, it feeds transactions into your specified categories. Since 
you are not entering any data beyond your initial category threshold, there is really 
nothing to do here. The Alert and Overview sections do a pretty good job of letting you 
know if you have overspent in an area. The only reason I would use this area is to access 
me individual transactions here. Otherwise, it really doesn’t give you anything you can’t 
get from another page of the program. I think this section would benefit from more 
helpful hints and budgeting suggestions. 



The Trends and Investments areas were also two places I would have liked more 
information and tutorials. I think it would have been helpful to 
have a more basic guide to interpreting your Trends. Also, a 
glossary of terms for investment would have been a nice feature. 
The Investment section certainly needed a much more “dumbed 
down” tutorial on the basics of investing. I felt it was missing an 
easy to use glossary, some basic tutorials, and some user-friendly 
scenarios for beginners. In my case, it did bring to light how little 
I knew about my retirement accounts and that I really need to 
learn more. 

As far as the ads are concerned, I kind of like it, kind of don’t. I 
think in many places throughout the site, the suggested vendors 
and products are actually helpful. They give you a better idea of 
what is offered, or if you can get a superior product elsewhere. 
However, it was a bit of overkill having solicitations on every page 
of the site. 

All in all, there is a lot to like about the Mint.com program. It 
offers a very comprehensive evaluation of all of your accounts. It also keeps you on track 
within your spending categories through the Alerts features. And it offers helpful 
suggestions for vendors that might fit your needs better. The thing I think Mint is 
missing is a more tutorial-based application of some financial concepts. The opportunity 
to teach its users about various aspects of finance, like investing or insurance, is 
overlooked. For the basics, a user would have to look elsewhere. 
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Final Budget Program Summary:  

And the winner is... 

I have been reviewing free online budgeting programs in order to make a determination 
of which one would best meet my needs in getting my finances under control. The 
programs I selected to review were Budget Tracker, Budget Simple, Every Dollar, and 
Mint.com.   

My goal in this research was find a program that provided the most features at no cost, 
that was easy to understand, and that did not require a huge time commitment to 
maintain. All of these programs were very diverse in scope and features. Some of the 
features offered were surprisingly good...some questioningly no-so-good. But I have 
narrowed it down to my top favorite and a runner up. Although, no one program was 
completely perfect, these two seemed to be the best fit for my criteria. Now for the big 
reveal....drum roll....my top pick for a free online budgeting program is......MINT.COM!

 

Ok, I know what you are thinking. One of my criteria was that the program is simple and 
easy to use. Mint.com was certainly not simple, but it was easy to use. Also, after 
exploring the program, it offers so much for free, it is just hard to pass up. After the 
initial set-up, the benefits of using the program started immediately. It alerted me to 
finance charges that I was paying on a no interest account. If I had not paid this off, I 
would have been hit with back interest and it would have cost me more money in the 
long run. (Now I learned not to fall for those no interest deals offered by Best Buy and 
Rooms to Go.) 

Also, this program gave me options for lowering my auto insurance that I would have 
never found on my own. It also took the guess work out of budgeting and alerted me 
when I was spending too much in one of my budget category amounts. It did not require 
much of a time commitment after the accounts are linked. All the information just feeds 
right into the program. The overview screen does a really good job of letting you know 

https://secure.budgettracker.com/login_secure.php
https://www.budgetsimple.com/
https://www.everydollar.com/index.html?ectid=bing.everydollar2
https://www.mint.com/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mint+logo&id=AF0D26A5A692325E9C62070AA6AD44A73C4F4B4D&FORM=IQFRBA


where your finances stand, what bills are coming up, and where you stand in achieving 
your financial goals. 

The Goals. This is one of the areas that really won me over. Most of the time, your goal 
can be established in four steps. It wasn't some pie in the sky goal either. It forces you to 
really consider what you are willing to do to achieve your goal. How much you are 
willing to save and how you will track your progress. It made me realize I am still 
carrying way too much credit card debt. I couldn't fudge or glaze over it since it was 
automatically linked to the credit card account. Yes, I had to face the music about the 
amount that was on my credit card and figure out a plan. 

I will not hide that I had some struggles with setting up 
the account. It took a long time, in my opinion, to gather 
all the account documents, but it also made me realize a 
lot about my finances that I had not wanted to deal with. 
Like, what the heck am I investing in? I had started an 
IRA a long time ago and while imputing the data for this 
account, I realized the needle in my balance had not 
moved....in 5 years? Why? Well, since I didn't understand 
investing (and am just starting to learn about it now), I 
never actually put my money into any type of fund, or 
bonds, or ETF or anything. So for 5 years, it just sat there 
like it was in a no interest saving account. Ugg...what a 
waste. 

So Mint. Com, while very large and not exactly simple, was the program that taught me 
the most about my finances in the shortest amount of time. It gave me the most benefit 
right up front, not months down the road. It is also the easiest to maintain. These are 
the main reasons I am going with Mint.com. 

The runner up for me was EveryDollar. It was simple and easy to use and easy to 
maintain. However, it did not offer enough in the free version to compete with 
Mint.com. Although, I am a Dave Ramsey fan and follow (or try to) his Baby Steps, the 
EveryDollar program didn't have enough in the way of setting up comprehensive goals 
for me. But compared to Budget Simple and Budget Tracker, it was by far the better of 
these programs. 

Below I have included a checklist of items gathered and things to consider when setting 
up your Mint.com budget. I hope this review was helpful and has set you on the right 
track to saving you money using a free online budget program. 
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MINT.COM CHECKLIST 
  

1. THINGS TO GATHER 

☒ Online account usernames and passwords for any accounts you access online 

☐ Bank and credit card statements 

☐ Mortgage and investment statements 

☐ Paystubs 

☐ Any reoccurring bill statements not set up for auto-pay. 

☐ Vehicle registration and insurance information 

2. THINGS TO DECIDE 

☐ What major spending categories to use? (Under Budgets-Create a Budget Tab) 

☐ What are your budgeting limits for those categories? (Under Budgets-Edit Details) 

☐ What are your goals in creating this budget? (Under Goals-Add a Goal) 

☐ Do you want the free credit report? (Ways to Save-Credit) 

☐ How do you want to invest your money? (Ways to Save-Investments) 

☐ Do you want to find a better Auto or Life insurance rate? (Ways to Save- Insurance) 

3. THINGS TO MONITOR 

☐ Review Overview weekly for a quick synopsis of your financial state 

☐ Adjust budget categories monthly to stay in line with saving goals 

☐ Review investments monthly to ensure they are performing with your needs. 

☐ Review Trends tab to gain a better understanding of spending habits, debit, income, and net worth 

4. THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND WITH MINT.COM 

☐ Monitor your reoccurring bills and ensure they are paid on time. The regular Mint service does not do this for 

you. 

☐ Become fully educated on investments before making any purchases through the Mint provided vendors. 

☐ Try to keep your information as up-to-date as possible so Mint can give you the most accurate financial 

information to best meet your needs 

☐ Review your goals often to ensure they have not changed. Review any Alerts in the overview section to see if you 

are over spending. 

 



About the Author:  

 

I have never been one of those people who is good with moderation. I've 

been an all or nothing, black or white, eat the whole box of Girl Scout 

Cookies or none at all kind of gal. I have been trying to accomplish it all, but not finding joy 

in it or throwing the rule book out the window and regretting it later i.e an empty box of 

Girls Scout cookies.  

Once I became a working mother with way too much on her plate, I have come to see the 

need for moderation and balance to get through a hectic day with sanity and fulfillment. I 

have made a pledge to look for more balance in key life areas, food, finance, family and 

feelings. Looking at moderation as the key, or so I'm told, come along with me as I 

document my journey to discover moderation and balance without losing my mind. You can 

find me at my blog inbetweenmoderation.com. 
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Disclaimer: All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without written permission from 
the author, except for the inclusion of 
brief quotations in a review. 

The information provided within this eBook is for general informational purposes only. 
While we try to keep the information up-to-date and correct, there are no 
representations or warranties, express or implied, about the completeness, accuracy, 
reliability, suitability or availability with respect to the information, products, services, 
contained in this eBook for any purpose.  

The opinions and reviews within this book are solely those of the author. The author is 
not compensated by or affiliated with the products reviewed in this book. Any use of this 
information is at your own risk. 
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